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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
*******NEW MEETING LOCATION *****' 

Our next Top Cat meeting on June 6th will be 
held at O'Traina's Lakeside Eatery & Tavern 
which is located at 110 South Main Street in 
Wauconda. The phone number is 847-526-4499. 
Our meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of 
every month and begin promptly at 7:30 P.M. 
Mark your calendar - all future Top Cat meetings 
will be held at O'Traina's until further notice. 

I'm very happy to see such good attendance at 
our meetings. We had over 60 people attend the 
May meeting. I hope that this new location will 
better accommodate our meetings and the needs 
of our membership. 

We have an abundance of rides scheduled for 
June. Check your cruise calendar and the the 
Top Cats' Hot Line for all up to date ride infor-
mation. For ideas, comments, or details about 
rides contact our activities chairman Jim "Taz" 
Krepel. 

Our guest speaker for the June 6th meeting is 
one of our own Top Cats. Bernie Weiss will give 
a presentation on the Iron Butt Ride and his 
experiences riding it. I'm sure this will be a most 
informative and entertaining talk. 

This issue of Roar contains the year 2000 Top 
Cats' Budget that was approved by the Board at 
the May 2nd meeting. If you have any questions 
about the budget please fell free to contact me 
or any board member. 

Our Membership Chairman, Joe Rabanus, has 
compiled an updated membership roster. For 
address and information changes (e:mail) Joe 
Rabanus at pure-brass@aol.com . 

See you at our next meeting - June 6th at 
O'Traina's. 

MEMORIAL 
A Veteran's Tears 
By Traveler 

Memorial Day is a time of reflection for 
many and is often defined as a day of 
remembrance only for those who wore a 
uniform while serving our country. I'm not 
so sure they're the only veterans... 

Decades ago, as an eleven year old in 
Southington, Ohio, I watched my first 
Memorial Day parade with my dad. 
Soldiers, cars, clowns, motorcycles, and old 
veterans paraded in front of us in memory 
of wars and a day that I didn't really 
understand. 

The parade ended at a cemetery that had 
a monument to fallen heroes. As the roll -
call of those killed in battle was read, I 
watched the old soldiers standing at atten-
tion and saluting, gray hair, worn uniforms 
from some other era, wrinkled faces 
reflecting the horrors of Omaha Beach, 
Normandy, Dunkirk, Verdune, and the 
38th Parallel in Korea. Wow, these were 
heroes, I thought. 

Almost in unison, as a bugler played Taps, 
I saw tears well up, roll down weather 
worn cheeks, and lips tremble on those old 
warriors. My dad's grip on my shoulder 
became tighter. I was witnessing a sign of 
weakness on men I thought were heroes. 
Or was I... 

Many years later, after serving two tours in 
Vietnam and one in Grenada and Panama, 
I had the opportunity to attend parades 
and ceremonies honoring our Veterans. 

Ride Safe, 
Your Prez 
George Lax 
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Solemn drum beats, rifle fire from honor 
guards, and the stillness generated by a 
lone bugler sounding Taps, brought back 
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THE MOTO-JACK CYCLE LIFT TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions. companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Vice President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Tiger" Irvine 	 847/381-3253 
(obrienirvine@prodigy.com ) 

Secretary 	Ken "Hawke e" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 
(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 
(carlbender@aol.com) 

Past President 	Ric Case 	 847/363-1542 
(richardicase@alac.ameritec.com ) 

Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Editor 	Barry "Bear" Hulden 	 815/356-0023 
bhulden@mc.net  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.ore HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 

NEXT MEETING: June 6, 2000 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (info@gotravelinc.com) 	815/459-9345 
Charity 	Ric Case (ric.i.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/634-6402 

Ray & Diane Caprio (rcapsr@aol.com ) 	630/837-0849 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PureBrass@aol.com) 	847/803-0002 
Programs 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 
Products 	Alicia Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Public Relations 	John "Coach" Eliasik 	 847/884-9313 

John Kahles 	 847/566-7756 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@mc.net) 	815/356-0023 
Safety 	Wayne "Timeier" Kirkpatric (wldrkpa177@aoLcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ricicase@alac.ameritec.com) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Security 	Terry "Teacup" Pollick 	 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlbender@aol.com ) 	 847/732-2767 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220.1ake.k1211.us) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13(4aol.com ) 847-537-8989 
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CompleteDetaIN Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

The perfect tool to get your bike off the 
ground for washing, maintenance or 
storage. Made of heavy gauge steel, 
featuring a 4 ton hydraulic jack and 

dual safety stops at 3 levels. Expands 
from 5 to 16 inches. Heavy duty metal 

wheels allows you to move it easily 
around your garage or work area. 

Price: Only $239.00 
Randy's Cycle is a full service shop 

specializing in Harley Davidsons 
and all Metric Cruisers. 

****Parts 
****Accessories 
****Chrome Plating 
****Powder Coating 

WE CAN LO IT ALL ! 

Call Jim Elder At Lield 
708/865-1959 www. 

g&ganamosstmx  

Enterprises 
Lield.com  
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11013 Route 6 7, PO Bar 516, 
Huntley, IL 60142 
(847) 669-0256 

FAX (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.corn 



SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

Oil Spots 
By Traveler 
HOMETOWN HARLEY. The International 
H.O.G. Rally is 21 - 24 June in Milwaukee, WI. 
Those of you who rode to the 95th Anniversary two 
years ago remember two things; the parade was fab-
ulous, and hotel rooms were scarce. You can check 
out hotel rooms at www.hogtravel.com  or call 800 
773-5069 and check the events schedule at 
www.hog.com. 
$$$$$$. H-D stock is projected to continue its' 
growth. The speculation of an early (2000 - 2001) 
introduction of the Porsche developed, water -
cooled engine, perhaps in Buell, should bolster 
growth. 
TOYOTA MOTORCYCLES? If Harley can devel-
op an engine with Porsche, and allied with Ford for 
racing sponsorship, why can't Yamaha join forces 
with Toyota? Well...they done did it. Toyota pur-
chased 5% of Yamaha to enhance their entry into 
Formula 1 racing. Yamaha has a strong background 
in F-1 and currently builds the turbo, 2 liter Altezza 
engine for Toyota. Will cloning ever stop? 
LICENSE LIMITATIONS? Europe is following 
Japan in considering tiered licensing for motorcy-
clists. Novices would be restricted to bikes with less 
horsepower. The more riding experience you have, 
the more horsepower you can have. Lemme get this 
straight...no more 160 hp bikes for beginners? I'll 
vote for that. 
NO MORE SAND. The political prostitutes that 
govern the city of Daytona Beach have voted to ban 
riding on the historic "Flying Mile." The beach 
where daytona racing was born will be closed to 
bikes and cars. Conservation move? Uh uh. They 
sold out to a $200 million shopping I condominium 
development. What next, bulldoze Froggy's, tear 
down Boot Hill? 
NEW CLONE. Honda just won't quit. The new X-
Wing, in prototype, appears to be a direct clone of 
the Starship Enterprise. Advanced in appearance, 
it's equipped with rear - view TV monitors, front 
rim - mounted brakes with center mounted caliper, 
and perhaps a V6, 1500cc with automatic trans. I 
always wondered who LT O'hura and Scotty went to 
work for when the left Star Trek. 
STAY ERECT. Warmer weather and curvy roads 
are exciting. Remember, as a general rule, take a 
curve from the outside to the inside and, as you 
approach it, look, brake, lean, accelerate. And you 
thought this was a Viagra bit didn't you? 
HORSE COUNTRY. Kentucky just repealed the 
law requiring proof of medical insurance if you are 
riding without a helmet. The law should be changed 
sometime this summer so check it out before you 
ride through Kentucky. Remember, Kentucky is also 
known for its' bourbon whisky so it might be wise 
to wear a helmet down there anyway 
SPEED LIMITS. It seems that, in an effort to avoid 
government legislation, top Japanese and European 
motorcycle manufacturers are agreeing to limit the 
top speed of their street bikes to 186 mph. Thank 
God! I was afraid they were going to let those 
things get up to 187 mph where you can really get 

hurt. 
FOR SALE. Ever try to sell a used bike only to 
have the buyer encounter difficulty getting the 
money? H-D Credit's Seller's Assistance Program 
can help finance that buyer for you. Check your 
local participating H-D dealer for details. Run if you 
see the word "Co Sign" anywhere in small print. 

Biker Culture 
Our satisfaction with life depends upon our 
view of things. It appears to me that, every 
incident in life can be viewed as good, bad, or 
ugly. Here's what I mean: 
Good: Your wife is pregnant. 
Bad: 	It's triplets. 
Ugly: You had a vasectomy five years ago! 

Good: Your husband isn't talking to you. 
Bad: He wants a divorce. 
Ugly: He's a lawyer! 

Good: Your son studies a lot in his room. 
Bad: You find several porn movies hidden 
their. 
Ugly: You're in them! 

Good: Your husband loves fashionable clothes. 
Bad: He's a cross dresser. 
Ugly: He looks better than you! 

Good: You tell your 15 year old daughter about sex. 
Bad: She keeps interrupting 
Ugly: With corrections! 

Good: The mailman arrives early. 
Bad: He's wearing fatigues and carrying a shotgun. 
Ugly: You didn't give him anything for Christmas! 

r. 

• 

Good: Your son is dating someone new. 
Bad: It's another man. 
Ugly: He's your best friend! 

Good: Your son is finally through puberty. 
Bad: He's involved with the woman next doo 
Ugly: So are you! 

Good: Your daughter finally got a job she likes. 
Bad: As a hooker. 
Ugly: Your co - workers are her clients. 
Way Ugly: She makes more than you do!! 
See? Just when you thought it couldn't get any worse.. 
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WE NEED YOU 

SUNDAY 
July 16 
2 0 0 0 
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flashes of hidden memories of fallen sol-
diers, Medevac choppers, gunfire, body 
bags, posthumous awards, and head-
stones. Lips trembled, tears overflowed, 
knees weakened, and I finally realized 
what made those old warriors in 
Southington, Ohio, become so emotional. 

Nowadays, as I attend Memorial Day and 
Veteran's Day ceremonies at such places as 
Angel Fire, NM during the annual Red 
River Motorcycle Rally, and Washington, 
DC during the Rolling Thunder Ride to the 
Wall, the emotions are no less intent but, I 
suppose, just better controlled. 

The crowds are the same, black leather, 
business suites, uniforms, or T-shirts and 
blue jeans but, through tearing eyes, I see 
the same respect, the same appreciation 
and, the same emotions apparent on the 
faces of those who never wore a uniform, 
as those who did. 

Mothers and fathers who lost a son, broth-
ers and sisters whose relatives sacrificed 
their lives, children whose fathers never 
returned and, bikers whose only memory 
of a friend remains etched on a lonely 
headstone, only to be brought to life at an 
annual ceremony. 

To me, behind every tear stands a veteran. 
Perhaps not a veteran of battle, or uni-
formed service, but a veteran of sacrifice, 
a veteran of loss, a veteran of the stress of 
defending democracy through armed con-
flict, and the impact it has on our families, 
our friends, our society, and our nation. 

Some anonymous writer, during the 
Vietnam era, penned the phrase "For 
those who fought for it, freedom has a 
taste, the protected will never know." I 
used to believe that only  those who 
fought for it, could possibly understand 
the hellish sacrifice of defending democra-
cy. Today, I no longer believe that... 

On this Memorial Day, as we remember 
our servicemen and women who's names 
are etched in marble, who reside in VA 
hospitals, who stand beside you at work, 
who ride next to you in black leather, and 
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who serve today aboard ships and at bases 
throughout the world, let's not forget 
their families and friends for their sacrifices 
as well. I think they'd want it that way... 

May God bless each and every American 
who ever felt their lips tremble and their 
eyes tear at the sight of our flag, the 
memory of a fallen serviceman, or the 
sound of Taps... 

To Help Find a Cure 
for Childhood Brain Tumors 

Get Your Ride for Kids® Registration Kit 
at your local motorcycle dealer 

TODAY 
Come ride with hundreds 

of motorcyclists and meet our 
great poster kids for one of 

the most memorable 
motorcycle rides of your life. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR A FREE EVENT KIT CALL THE PBTFUS AT 

(800) 253-6530 or 1828) 665-6891 • S35 Min. Donation per motorcycle 

ROAD RIDE 
STARTING LOCATION 

Allstate Headquarters 
2775 Sanders Rd., Northbrook. IL 

REGISTRATION 
7:00 AM TO 9:15 AM 

RIDE BEGINS 
9:30 AM SHARP 



WAUCONDA 
	

HAWTHORNE WOODS 
847-526-4499 
	

847-566-3003 

What Do You Get? 
By Traveler 

Just a few years ago, as a stranger in town, with no 
family in the State, I encountered Rob Mann at 
Suburban Harley-Davidson. Believe it or not, after 
meeting Rob, I still stayed in town. Rob invited me 
to, and sponsored my membership in, Top Cats. 
That was June 1996 and I left town for 10 months 
that fall (Not because of Rob). 

In April of 1997, when I returned, I paid my mem-
bership dues but, two months later, I had to pay 
again because our secretary couldn't find any record 
of me paying although my check was cashed. I 
began to wonder what I got out of this Top Cats 
membership anyway. I never received a pin or 
patch, but I finally got a membership card. I could 
ride with the Top Cats, and I got to attend the annu-
al Top Cats' Picnic. Picnics didn't really tickle my 
riding pickle and my membership card was valid for 
only six months after I first received it. As a licensed 
rider, and a tax payer, I could ride anywhere, on any 
road, anytime I wanted. So for a total of $150.00 
over two years, or an average membership cost of 
$75.00 annually, I got the privilege (?) to ride with 
the Top Cats? 

Sure...I began to wonder. Maybe that's how they do 
things up here in Chicago. Maybe that's what that 
Lake Effect I heard about does to folks minds. I'll 
give it some time, I thought. 

I rode a few rides with the Top Cats in 1996. Some 
more in 1997. I rode all of them in 1998, and rode 
all but one ride in 1999. With this year's increase in 
dues, I struggled with the issue of what I was getting 
for my annual $75.00 membership fee to convince 
myself that it was worth it. 

Value lies in the eye of the beholder and, this past 
Sunday morning, at about 1:30 am, I was typing a 
list of new Road Captains. I was reflecting, once 
again, on the "privilege" of belonging to Top Cats, 
particularly at 1:30 am. The phone rang and my son 
in LA asked how my week was. The conversation 
went something like this: 

"It was great, Don! Good weather, great week at 
work and a super weekend. I rode the Top Cats' 
Annual Door to Door ride, met for drinks afterward, 
and had a great dinner then sat around the campfire 
with nine other Top Cats. Monday I got a call to go 
to lunch with another Top Cat to discuss our news 
letter. Tuesday we had our monthly Top Cats' meet-
ing and went to Rock and Roll grill afterward. 
Thursday I had lunch with a fellow Top Cat to dis- 

cuss our Safety Course and a handbook, and Friday 
afternoon I got a call to go to Happy Hour with two 
other Top Cats. Saturday morning I was teaching 
two new riders some basic skills and recruited them 
for Top Cats." 

"Have you been riding with anyone I know, Dad?" 
"Yeah, pretty much the same old group. Rob Mann, 
Barry Hulden, George Lax, Ric Case, Taz, Windy, 
John and Dar" 

"How's Rob now a days Dad?" asked Don. "He's 
really settled down. Doesn't talk much, seldom 
rides, kinda quite and reserved." "Dad! Get real. I 
know Rob! He wouldn't be that way in a coffin." 
proclaimed Don. "Sandy Vernon was there. You 
remember Sandy, she asked you to ride out with her 
to look at Porsches when you visited here in '98. 
Jordy and Shelia Glazov were there. You haven't met 
them but Shelia wrote the book I sent to your sister 
and it was their son I had dinner with in D.C. the 
year I was out there. 

"How's Brett doing, Dad?" asked Don. "Oh, physi-
cally he's almost back to his old self but...he's still 
one ugly rider" "Like you got room to talk Dad?" 
said Don. "Watch it son or I'll repossess my half of 
your DNA! 
"Then after teaching on Saturday, I went to pick up 
some bike parts and then home to check e-mail, 
clean up and head out to dinner with four other Top 
Cats... John, Dar Taz, and Windy. You haven't met 
them yet. They're neat folks but Taz is the ugliest 
rider you'll ever see on two wheels. His big heart 
makes up for it though. 

Anyway, I stopped by the Rock and Roll Grill this 
past Monday and Bard Boand, Brandon Ryder 

CONTINUED ON PAGE....10 

NOW SERVING YOU FROM 2 GREAT LOCATIONS 

PRIVATE ROOMS FOR PARTIES AND BANQUETS 
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THE TAZ LINE 
BY TAZ- & TT 

Here I go again, getting TT and Traveler to make 
sense out of whatever I write about. 

April was a great month ending with the Door to 
Door Ride. On April 30th, I stopped at Traveler's, at 
6:30 am and, to my surprise, I see him hobbling up 
the steps in his garage with a big goose egg under 
his left eye. I asked him what happened and if he 
was all right. He said he was OK, but his Duc bit 
him about 5 hours ago. Then Barry Hulden 
arrived, and we looked at Wayne's wrecked Ducati, 
made a few jokes and watched him struggle to get 
on his Road King. We had to giggle a little watch-
ing banged - up Traveler mount his steed. Off we 
all went to the Buffalo Restaurant, our start point, 
joined shortly by our 'Pres', Hawkeye, Ric, and oth-
ers, one of whom was my daughter Julie, who 
wanted to spend time with her old man. Who says 
riding can't be a family affair. 

Well, the ride was very well organized with an 
East route lead by Hawkeye and a West route lead 
by Ric Case. I went on the East leg and sent 
Traveler on the West. This way I would not be 
tempted to tease him about his spill. 

On the East route, we stopped at the Vernon's first, 
picking up Bill and Sandy plus four of their friends. 
We went on to each house picking up more and 
more people making our way north, then east, 
then south and on to our rendezvous in Long 
Grove. After a nice lunch we went on a great 60-
mile ride. Thanks to Ken, Rik Lowry, and Ric for 
another great ride. 

(By the way, I would like to thank everyone at the 
May 2nd meeting who ate birthday cake so I didn't 
have to take any home.) 

We started our May rides on the 7th, with Steve 
Buckley at the Rock and Roll Grill. Rock and Roll 
had a $1.99 breakfast of eggs, bacon, rolls, french 
toast sticks, hash browns, and more. After break-
fast, Steve lead us on to Naperville to watch our 
NISRA kids compete in special Olympic events. 

On the ride not only did my daughter Julie join me, 
but also my son Jeff. The purpose of this ride was 
to give our members the opportunity to see who 
our Charity Ride benefits. Steve set up a good basic 
route for the type of weather we had. During the 
ride I noticed that we need to teach our ride pro- 

tocol to new members, and guests. When you 
invite a friend along on a Top Cats ride, please 
teach them our safety rules, like not criss - cross-
ing from one side to the other, keeping their space, 
and watching their distance between them and the 
bike ahead of you, among other rules. All these are 
covered by our Top Cats' Ride Protocol and Road 
Captains course I urge all to attend. 

After parking our bikes we went looking for Dana 
and her NISRA staff to find our kids. While looking 
for Dana an elderly gentleman came up to Chuck, 
Mike, Traveler, Jeff, Julie, T.T., and me. What took 
place next confirms to me that our Charity Ride is 
ever more important than any of us can really 
understand. This gentleman walked up to us and 
started by saying how motorcycle riders are some-
times perceived as lower class people but, in his 
eyes (which I tell you were starting to water) we 
are 11 feet tall for what we do for these people. 
With the memory of this man's words I urge all 
members to sell as many raffle tickets as you can 
and let's exceed last year's Charity Ride goals. 

In June we start with the Sunrise Ride. Meeting at 
CarQuest Auto Parts Store at 211 S Milwaukee in 
Libertyville at 4:30am. Either plan to get up early 
or don't go to bed at all but, be there on time, at 
4:30 am. We can't wait because we haven't figured 
out how to hold the sun down for stragglers. 

Next is our monthly meeting on June 6 which will 
be O'Traina's. Then the Ladies Only Ride, June 10-
11, or the Door County Ride, June 9,10,11. On 
June 16th, Bard will lead us to Little Sturgis in 
Davenport Iowa. 

Of course I must plug my ride to Starved Rock. We 
will start at Go Travel at 1302 E Algonquin Rd. in 
Algonquin at 9:00am. We will stop in Morris for a 
refueling before going on to eat lunch. I have sev-
eral places in mind, depending on the number of 
riders we have. We could eat at the lodge in the 
State Park in which case I need an accurate head 
count, or we could eat on the river. This is a full 
day ride, which should return by 5 or 6 o'clock . 

Next month I will write about the art of Road 
Captaining a ride. How to take a basic route, and 
turn it into one with heart and soul. 
P.S. Watch this issue. T.T. and I have a bet that 
Traveler won't write anything about his Duc bite. 
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w/purchase of tires at 
Banzai Motorsports. 
Not valid with other 

promotions or discounts. 
Offer expires June 30, 2000. 

Activities-June 2000 
4 	Top Cats' Sunrise Ride, 4:30 AM, That's right, 

4:30 AM, at CarQuest, RT 21, 1 blocksouth 
of RT 176 on the west side, in Libertyville. 
Road Captain: Craig Martens 

6 	Top Cat's Meeting, 7:00 PM, 
O'Traina's, Wauconda, IL 

10-11 Top Cats' Ladies - Only Ride, 9:00 AM, 
Go Travel ( Piggly Wiggly shopping center, 
Algonquin, IL, Road Captain: 

16-17 Top Cats' Ride to Little Sturgis, Davenport, 
IA, 8:00 AM, Egg Harbor Restaurant, 
Barrington, IL, Road Captain: Bard Boand 

18 	Breakfast Ride, Palatine H.O.G. 
Suburban H-D. Time: TBD, 
Road Captain: George Lax 

21 -24 International H.O.G. Rally, Milwaukee, WI 

25 	Top Cats' Starved Rock Ride, 8:00 AM, 
Go Travel ( Piggly Wiggly shopping center, 
Algonquin, IL, Road Captain: Taz 

20 	Top Cats' Safety Course. 8:30 am - 11:30 am, 
Holiday Inn, Crystal Lake. 
Vicinity RT 31 and Three Oaks Rd. 

21 	Top Cats' Ride to Little AnglesRun in Elgin, 
8:00 am, Hunt Club, Algonquin, IL, Road 
Captain: Traveler 

23 	Top Cats' Charity Ride Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
O'Traina's, Wauconda, IL 

21-29 Rolling Thunder, CA to DC Vietnam Vet's Memorial. 

Contact Jim "Taz" Krepel, Activities 
Committee,(815)459-9345, for ideas, comments, or 
details on rides. 

Check the Top Cats' HotLine for all event details: (847) 622-3501 

THANX! 

My sincere thanx to everyone for their concern, 
support, and assistance following my rapid depar-
ture from my Ducati and subsequent rapid arrival 
on the pavement. Personal injury was limited to 
humility and road rash, both of which quickly 
healed with the help and concern of everyone. 

Thanx and ride safe... 	Traveler 

ght On Over To 
in Libertyville 

ware out to save you time and MONEY! 
deals and we guarantee it IN WRITING! 

While you're at it, m 
newly remodele or 
and accessories s 
the newest toys! 

rake time to visit our 
e parts 

tUIUM, all 

Come on in and see one of our top guns! 
There's Otis "My Man, He Loves Us" Hacket, 

"Super Duper" Roger Cooper, 
and MO (just MO- no nickname) 

for the hottest deals in town! 

The Fun Place To Shop! 

 

611 N. Milwaukee Ave. • LIBERTYVILLE • (847) 362-7110 • www.banzaimotorsports.com  
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idwests 
motorcycle 

ENTERPRISES 

LAKE VILLA, /L 

(847) 356-3000 

q11-ICONTI:).A. 	Kawasaki 
Come ride with us. 

EXCELSIOR HENDERSON 

"Check The NIELSEN 
PRICE Before You Buy" 

SPECIAL FINANCING 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES 

ON RT. 12 - JUST NORTH OF BONNER, WAUCONDA 

(847) 526-9211 

* SUZUKI 

our 1-Stop Motorcycle Shop 

Let the good times roll . 

General Membership Meeting May 2000 
Membership: Joe Rabanus passed out the current 
member directory. Call, or e-mail Joe if any info is 
wrong or outdated. If you have e-mail capabilities, 
please let him know. It's a good way for last minute 
bulletins and other info to be disseminated. 

Safety Tip: Traveler mentioned that when riding 
alone, it's a good idea when riding through a four -
lane intersection to try to pair up with a car or truck, 
which are more readily seen by oncoming traffic. 
He also presented a Road Captain rocker patch to 
Ken Glassman 

Pony Express Ride: Sandy Vernon, will be leading 
some of our Lady Top Cats on the Pony Express 
Ride to raise money for breast cancer research. She 
is looking for sponsors to donate money for her and 
the other riders to qualify to ride in the first group, 
so please contact Sandy to see how you can help her 
and the other participants. (847) 634-6402 

Door County Ride: June 9 thru 12. Get your reser-
vations NOW. Call Ric Case for more info. 

Charity: The Raffle Tickets are here! Ric Case has 
them, and YOU need to get them from him and 
SELL, SELL, SELL them. This is our BIG, 
MAJOR, fund raising push for NISRA. If you don't 
show at the meetings, please call Ric Case and 
arrange to get them from him. Everybody in the club 
should be able to sell a minimum of 20 tickets at $10 
each, to win a brand new Harley Davidson 
Motorcycle. This is the first year we're trying such a 
raffle, and we've ALL got to make it work. 

Activities: Craig Martens will be leading the 
Sunrise Ride on June 4, at 4:30 AM, leaving from 
his Car Quest Auto Parts store just south of Rte 176, 
on Milwaukee Ave. in Libertyville. 

Taz still needs Road Captains for a couple of rides 
this summer, so If you have taken the Safety Course, 
or are already a Road Captain, call Taz to volunteer. 

BOARD MEETING 
Paul and Michele Metcalf, of Lake Zurich, were 
welcomed as new Associate Members. 
Jim Irvine submitted a budget to the Board, which 
was unanimously approved. 

e-shopin.com  TM 

"The Future of Online Commerce..." 

GOIN' SHOPPING? - CHECK US OUT 

THE BEST ON-LINE SHOPPING MALL 

OVER 200 STORES WITH THE FINEST BRAND NAMES 

SECURE ON-LINE TRANSACTIONS 

www.E-shoppin.com  
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Kaution Kornerimillimm 
By Traveler 

ThE soonEr you can SEE a potEntial acci-
dEnt, thE quickEr you can rEact to it. 
SomEthing as simplE as an objEct in the 
road or as thrilling as a car turning !Eft 
into your lane is a potEntial accidEnt 
rEquiring immEdiatE rEaction. WhilE it's 
hard to improvE your rEaction timE oncE 
you SEE a potEntial accidEnt, it's Easy to 
look for thE potEntial accidEnt soonEr, 
thErEby increasing thE timE you havE to 
rEact. On rEcEnt ridEs, WE'VE noticEd 
many ridErs looking at thEir controls 
whEn thEy put on thEir turn signal or 
staring in thEir mirror for a long time. 
EvEry sEcond that your focus is not on 
the highway ahEad is a sEcond that you 
won't havE to react to a hazard. 

Solution: GEt so familiar with your con-
trols that you know, by fEEI, how to 
opEratE thEm without having to look at 
thEm. WhEn you chEck your mirror, for 
whatEvEr rEason, clEar thE highway 
ahEad first by scanning as far ahead as 
possiblE. GEtting in the habit of clearing 
thE highway ahEad before chEcking your 
mirrors, f uEl gagE, spEEdomEtEr, Etc., and 
knowing your controls wEll Enough to 
apply thEm without visually sEarching 
for thEm, will not only improvE your abil-
ity to rEact to a hazard but, will givE 
morE rEaction timE to thosE riding with 
you also. 

RT 	12 	 ), SI VT 
SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM FOX orce 	FOX LAKE 

Mercury 	
847 587 3400 winnm.foxlakeford.com 	- ' 	 ' 	 , 	 '  

"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 
LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 

CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 
EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 

5Fs<-00000000000000g000xsossvAN 
0 	TOP CATS SPECIAL! 	 FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 

1 SAVE 25%  0 	 X 0 on all bedliners or running boards X 	 EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS 
0 0
0 	

with the purchase of ANY 
N 	new or used vehicle 	X 	 SALES - SERVICE - LEASING M'z'zxxxxxwawaxwammxwaxwe, 
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GRAPHICS 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

—111■11111111■11111167—. 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

PASTA ' AM DIAVOLO  
HI AGO 

1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 
Phone:773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

‘414  

quo  
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Steve Buckley; Jim Heniff, Jim Irvine, Ric, George, 
and a bunch of other Top Cats were there so we 
spent some time together, had dinner, and came 
home. It was a l0000ng week son." 

"You know Dad, you might not have family near by 
but, with the Top Cats, you sure have a lot of broth-
ers and sisters around there. You're getting more out 
of a club membership than any ten people I know. 
Good to know you're not setting home getting old." 
Out of the mouth of babes... 

I guess that night, after talking with Don, my con-
cern with the cost vs. value of my membership rode 
over the horizon. For if the value of one's member-
ship is measured in friends and fun, we all have a 
pretty damn good deal. 

If you ever wonder what you're getting out of your 
membership in Top Cats, join another club and com-
pare the two. Even easier, just ride with any other 
group and then ask yourself if you felt as safe, expe-
rienced the same level of camaraderie, and had as 
much fun as we do for $1.45 a week! 

Top Cats' 2000 Budget 

EXPENSES 
ROAR 
	

$6,000 
Safety Classes 
	 600 

Insurance 
	 350 

Picnic 	 250 
Web Site 
	 250 

Hot Line Telephone 
	 200 

ID Cards 
	 150 

Patches/Leather Patches 
	 150 

Pins 	 100 
PO Box 	 100 
Awards Dinner 
	 100 

Plaques 	 100 
NSRA Special Olympics 
	 100 

Bank Fees 
	 20 

Secretary of State 
	 10 

Misc 	 100 

Projected Expenses 	 $8,580 

INCOME 
Regular Member Dues Paid (69@75) $5,175 
Associate Member Dues Paid (4@60) 

	
240 

ROAR Advertising 	 1,500 
50-50 Drawings 
	 1,000 

Projected Income 	 $7,915 

Delinquent Dues Owed 	 $750 

THE BEST CUBAN STYLE CIGARS YOU CAN 
_ PURCHASE LEGALLY IN THE UNITED STATES, 

AT UNBEATABLE PRICES ! 

ORDIR ON-LINE 

 BENDER, 

0  . E  . 0  . 

\ 

CIGARS WWW.VCIGAR.COM  CIGARS 
C 	 800 367 0153 ORDER 24 HRS. 

CARLBENDER©AOL .COM 	 847.381 5652 LOCAL NUMBER 
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Door to Door Roar 
By Hawkeye 

A PERFECT day greeted the Top Cats on April 30 
for the Annual Door to Door Ride. While Ric Lowry, 
Ric Case and I planned the event, the credit for 
the weather goes to Traveler. The week before I'd 
told him that if he would be in church for Easter 
Sunday, I'd appreciate it if he would put in a good 
word with the Man upstairs because I HATE to ride 
in the rain. And being Road Captain means I 
couldn't bail out. So It is obvious that Traveler 
stands in good stead with the Lord, because you 
couldn't have asked for nicer weather. 

(DISCLAIMER) We had over 50 bikes and 60 peo-
ple throughout the day, so please forgive me if I 
leave some names out). We had about 12 bikes at 
the start point at Buffalo's Restaurant. Rick Case, 
filling in for Rik Lowry, (more on Lowry later) 
led the West Pickup Route. Dennis and Ann 
Hammond, Traveler, George Lax, Barry Hulden, 
Steve Clark and others followed Ric to Jim Irvine's 
house. Taz, Jamie Dumar, Robb Mann, Joe 
Rabanus, Carl Hart (early contender for Cleanest 
Bike Award !) followed me to Bill & Sandy Vernon's 
house, where we picked up Kathy Citko, and a dri-
veway full of riders. From there, my route took us 
to Mundelein for Jeff Breuer, up to Gurnee, for 
Kevin Riddick, over to Grays Lake to Craig & Linda 
Martens, down to Lake Forest for Perry Simms, 
over to Deerfield for Wayne Newman & Family, on 
to Bob Brizzolara in Arlington Heights, and up to 
the Village Tavern. 
Ric Case's route, took him to Barrington for 
Jim Irvine, to Inverness for Jim Heniff, into 
Barrington Hills for Mike Mallen, up to Lake in the 
Hills for Susan Tabordon, up to Crystal Lake for 
Windy Krepel and John & Dar Lunde, back to 
Barrington to get Chuck Prettyman and Stefan 
Levy, into Lake Zurich to pick up Chris Lax, and 
up to the Tavern for lunch. 
Both routes were scenic, with some nice roads to 
ride. And the timing worked out great with both 
groups arriving for lunch within 15 minutes of 
each other. The Village Tavern blocked off their 
entire front street parking and there still wasn't 
room for all the scooters, which numbered about 
50. Lots of people met for lunch and the after-
noon ride. Rick and Cathy Bremer, Pat Michaud, 
Jordy and Sheila Glazov and others greeted us as 
we came in. 
With the weather warming the afternoon into the 
upper 60's, the chaps came off, and the extra layer 
stowed, and about 40 bikes roared out of Long 
Grove. I was in the lead, but Rick Case, Taz and 
George Lax, were pressed into Road Daddy duty 
(say that fast 3 times) in case the group split up. 
Amazingly, it pretty much stayed together the 

entire route. Unfortunately, Ice Man was the last 
bike to miss the light at Route 12, and couldn't 
catch up. We all hit the first rest stop together on 
Rte 120. We caught very few traffic lights along 
the way. And it seemed that even the stop signs 
seldom had traffic to get in our way. It was smooth 
sailing for 2 hours, all the way back to the Rock 
and Roll Grill. Fortunately, there were no incidents 
nor accidents. Just a good day, a good ride, and 
good people to share it with. 
Now for Lowry. A week before the ride, after shar-
ing planning duties, Rik called and disappointed-
ly told me he couldn't make the ride. The airlines 
canceled his Saturday flight, and he couldn't get 
back to town. I felt terrible for him, knowing how 
much he was looking forward to leading his ride. 
And knowing where he travels to on business, I 
felt bad that he'd have to spend the weekend in 
Cleveland, or Indianapolis or someplace like that. 
Imagine those bastards at the airlines marooning 
a guy over the weekend in some jerkwater town. 
Later, I found out that he's stranded with his wife, 
celebrating their 25th anniversary, on a beach in 
the Virgin Islands ! Hey, Rik, sorry you missed the 
ride, BUT DON'T EXPECT MY TEARS TO STAIN THE 
PAPER AS I WRITE THIS, OK ? 

OBSERVATIONS: 
The nervousness of leading your first ride wears of 
after only a few miles. 
The Safety Course we put on twice a year REALLY 
helps prepare you to be a Road Captain, and pre-
pares the group for a safe orderly ride. 
Good preparation builds confidence. 
It is a REALLY COOL SIGHT to look in your mirrors 
as you reach the crest of the second hill to see a 
line of 40 bikes in formation snaking their way 
behind you for a quarter of a mile. 

THANK-YOU's 
Thanks to all the riders and participants who were 
warmed up, gassed, and ready to roll at every 
stop. No humorous anecdotes about having to drag 
somebody out of bed and wasting a half hour. 
Nobody caused a hold up or glitch along the way. 
SPECIAL THANKS to Ric Case, who jumped into the 
breach a few days before the ride, to take over the 
West Route, pre-ride it and make sure everything 
went smoothly. Also to Taz and Grey Ghost for 
being ready in the afternoon to lead groups. And 
thanks to Robb Mann for pointing out every mis-
take and typo in the ride route booklet. Thank 
God he doesn't work for the IRS ! 
Board Note: Special thanx to Ken, Rik, and Ric for 
one super ride!! 

Page 11 



• QJUE.TEQD ppOW _MOH 

TVIDHcIS DNIIMS  
;siva ce Joao doipaimacio pun palm dlltuvj 

S -too d 

fiaranotC do' uomaruas av aouayWxa 
pup quor mai r aof luooarnoys no ICy mop 

xavnx 
•Waif aof leza auva an4 aql w auo sapnpuz siapoul fo Itrlasava 

alUVCRIOAAV 
•xviaa pun lavq Izs 'du nsf gni 

•ulvaurtaui oy taro pup paarnbaa 2umuini‘l itapacts oN 

aldWIS 
•.rapynui liar pup U0151491 'MOS aaayaa YdlaH 

•uoyvxviaa 	ditia1d949 UtI.7 inqui pay ‘poq Ana `ttiap Lung 

AH,LIVaH 

OOZIso,I, daaA1s 

up rds 28 mod pazpotpnv• *  
IdSk -c111131,11 • 

lq/uolf dad 
00 .09s, Nu , 	Nu ,  

vubmvuud 

sampind Jopd JO slaw) JAHO IPP• Min JON 'safes oz •Whik. 
OZCC -Lct -Lt8 • 04 1 1[ 00d 110I1 

uodno3 siyl imhi 

ids Auv JO asugund up 

*A113A11343 33Eld aNn 

1:13A00 3311d1 

4sInqw13 	assng ueem4ag 

OZEC - LEV - L178 • Toedsoid TunoiAi . pood u!nbuoblv M 1Z91 

Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

